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Special Elections Move  Progressives 
Forward In  St Charles County 

We dialed 64,111 numbers and found progressives throughout St Charles County. 
(Left to Right)  Mary “Retta” Crawford, Bradley Harmon (CWA 6355),  

Juanita Carl, Cat Keller (CWA 6355), and Pam Huggins. 

Pro-Vote Knows 
Cost Effective Campaigning! 

Republicans out-raised us more than 40 to 1.    
Each Appelbaum vote cost $1.74.  

Each Republican vote cost them $62.54! 

On September 17, Pro-Vote organized a rally in Kansas City to protest Vice-President Cheney’s and U.S. Con-
gressman Sam Graves’s inexcusable positions against expanding quality, affordable health care.  More than 
twenty-five supporters showed up to tell Cheney and Graves to keep their hands off of our children’s health care.  
 
Governor Blunt’s cuts to Missouri’s health care programs have left more than 120,000 children uninsured. At the same 
time, the Democratic Congress has passed a bill expanding federal funding for the State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) to $35 billion. This would cover 56% of Missouri’s uninsured children. 
 

Graves voted against providing health insurance to children on 
August 1 and September 25.  FOX and NPR interviewed Pro-
Vote’s new Kansas City Regional Organizer Mindy Brissy live at 
the rally. She said ,”We urge Sam Graves to vote in favor of the 
SCHIP legislation which would cover over 60,000 currently unin-
sured Missouri children. Bush has spent trillions of dollars on the 
war in Iraq and we believe that 35 billion for kid’s healthcare 
should be a priority.”  
 
Pro-Vote also organized rallies in St. Louis, Springfield and Co-
lumbia, each earning extensive media coverage.  To learn more 
about Pro-Vote’s fight for health care, visit our website at www.
missouriprovote.org/Healthcare.asp. 

Kansas City Regional Organizer Mindy Brissey and  
SEIU Local 1 member Aaron Jones  

rally to tell Cheney and Graves to support SCHIP! 

In this very short, 4 week Special Election: 
64,111 phone numbers dialed 
13,884 doors knocked 
6,897 households contacted by phone 
984 total volunteer hours 
273 volunteer shifts worked 

Ed Appelbaum’s campaign to win Senate District 23 in the 
Tuesday, September 4 Special Election marked a big stride 
toward building progressive power in St Charles County.  
Although progressive candidate Ed Appelbaum did not 
win, hundreds of progressive activists worked successfully 
together to lay the groundwork for victories in St Charles 
County in 2008.  Thanks to progressives like you, Appel-
baum’s campaign will have a lasting impact on progressive 
politics in St Charles County.  
 

By educating voters in St Charles about Governor Blunt’s 
deep cuts to health care and other extremist policies, Ap-
pelbaum’s campaign has mobilized progressives to action. 
Already, another Special Election in St Charles County has 
been called for Tuesday, February 5.  Building on the 
groundwork of these Special Elections, progressives are 
poised to claim victories in 2008!  

 



Retired President of the 
Missouri NEA and a 34-
year teacher in our public 
schools, Greg has been 
leading the charge for ex-
cellent public education 
for our kids for decades. 

On Saturday, October 13th, at the 
America’s Convention Center’s 
Ballroom at 701 Convention Plaza, 
63101, in Downtown St Louis, over 300 progressive activists will 

gather to honor those that have demonstrated exemplary service for progressive social change.  Call 314-531-
2288 or visit www.missouriprovote.org for tickets. 

Tune into your 
l o c a l  c a b l e       
station  to watch            
Laborvision and 
let us know what 
you think at  
moprovote@mindspring.com. 

 
St. Louis City (Charter Ch. 21) 

Monday @ 8 pm  
Thursday  @ 8 pm  

Friday @ 1 pm 
Saturday @ 4:30 pm  

 

St. Louis & Jefferson County, St. 
Louis City, and Alton,  
& Belleville Illinois   

(Charter Ch. 18) 
Wednesday @ 7:30 pm  

 

St. Peters (Charter Ch. 18) 
Wednesday @ 7:30 pm  

Saturday @ 4:30 pm 
Sunday @ 1 pm 

 

Jefferson City (Media Com Ch. 3) 
Tuesday @ 6:30 pm 
Thursday @ 12 noon 

 

Columbia (Media Com Ch. 3) 
Wednesday @ 7 pm 

 
Springfield (Media Com Ch. 26) 

Wednesday @ 7:30 pm 
 

642,000 Households can see Laborvision 

 

Here comes the sun, 
Here comes the sun, 
And I say it’s alright 

 

The Beatles 

DIRECTOR’S 
CORNER  

by John Hickey 
I am struck by all the positive developments happening for Pro-Vote in particu-
lar and progressive politics in general.  Maybe I am just feeling good because 
the heat has let up, and fall is my favorite time of year.  In any case, let me 
share some of the good news. 
 
1. Several recent polls show Democrat Jay Nixon defeating incumbent Repub-

lican Matt Blunt in the race for Governor.  Putting a progressive in the gov-
ernor’s mansion would stop the Republicans from cutting healthcare, 
squeezing elementary education, and starving higher education. 

 
2. Progressive candidates are stepping forward to run for state house in 2008, 

including Jeanne Kirkton in St Louis County, Russ Unger in Columbia, 
Nancy Hagan in Springfield, and Terry Stone in Clay County.   

 
3. Talented new staffpeople are in place to run our Kansas City office (Mindy 

Brissey) and our Mid Missouri office (Jane Whitesides). 
 
4. Our new Democrat Congress is poised to pass an expansion of the federal 

SCHIP program, which would mean health coverage for 56% of the 
120,000 uninsured kids in Missouri today.   

 
5. Please join me at the Annual Pro-Vote Dinner on Saturday, October 13, in 

St Louis and share the optimism of other aggressive progressives who are 
serious about changing the political direction of our state.  You can tell me 
your own personal list of reasons for optimism!  

Annual Progressive 
Awards Dinner Oct 13 

The UAW is very effective at re-
cruiting and electing their own 
member/activists as state legisla-
tors.  Current UAW members in 
the State House include John 
Bowman, Sr, Sam Komo , and 
Craig Bland.  All three scored 
100% on the 2007 
Pro-Vote Legislative 
Scorecard! 

ACORN was a leader in both the suc-
cessful Minimum Wage Initiative and 
in voter registration drives during the 
crucial 2006 elections. ACORN will 
continue on the forefront of progres-
sive struggles! 

In her first session, Senator Jolie Justus from Kansas 
City  distinguished herself as a progressive leader. 
The State Senate provides our best opportunity to 
block the extremist agenda of Governor Matt Blunt. 

Sen Jolie Justus 
10th District—KC 

Outstanding 
Legislator 

United Auto Workers 
Outstanding 

Labor 

Outstanding 
Community 

  

Greg Jung 
Missouri NEA Lifetime Achievement 



ACORN—AFSCME Council 
72—AFT Local 420 

Americans for Dem. Action  
CWA District 6—CWA 6355 

Democracy for Missouri 
Freedom Inc. —KC Fed. of 

Teachers Local 691 
Laborers Local 663—Loretto 

Women’s Network—MFT  
Missouri Women’s Leadership 

Coalition— Missouri NEA  
Missouri Votes Conservation  

NARAL Pro-choice MO—NOW 
Advocates, the Political Arm 

of Planned Parenthood of the 
St Louis Region—Planned  
Parenthood Advocates of 

Kansas and Mid MO—Planned 
Parenthood of the Rocky 
Mountains Action Fund 

PROMO—SEIU MO/KS State 
Council—SEIU Local 2000 
Teamsters J.C. 13 DRIVE &  

Local 245— UAW Region 5—
UFCW Dist Local 2—UNITE-
HERE! —United Steelworkers 
District 11—United Working 
People of Mid  Missouri—

Women’s Political Caucuses in 
St. Louis & Kansas City 

Missouri Progressive Vote 
Coalition (Pro-Vote) is a grassroots 
political coalition of unions and 
community groups working to fight the 
extremist right-wing agenda through 
issue advocacy, voter mobilization, and 
progressive electoral strategies. 

www.MissouriProVote.Org 
 

Springfield Office 
1219 E Commercial St 
Springfield, MO 65803 
(417) 873-9943 
swmoprovote@sbcglobal.net 
 

Kansas City Office 
4526 Paseo 
Kansas City, MO  64110 
(816) 753-3044 
kcprovote@sbcglobal.net 
 
Mid Mo Office 
611 N. Garth Ave 
Columbia, MO 65203 
(573) 256-7701 
midmoprovote@centurytel.net 
 
St. Louis Office 
5585 Pershing, Suite 150 
St. Louis, MO 63112 
(314) 531-2288 
moprovote@mindspring.com 

 Pro-Vote in the News 

John Hickey —Executive Director 
Marshall Rowland—Internal Director 

Greg Shufeldt—Political Director 
Kay Mills—SPR Regional Organizer 

Jane Whitesides—MidMO Regional Organizer 
Mindy Brissey —KC Regional Organizer 

Maggie Farrell — STL Practicum Student 
Sonja Kristiansen — KC Field Practicum 
Shana Althouse — KC Field Practicum 
Kate Bathon — STL Practicum Student 
Amy White — STL Practicum Student 

Amelia Kinter — STL Practicum Student 
Crystal Brigman — SPR Intern 
Kristen Kirchoff — SPR Intern 

Neal Colby — KC Practicum Instructor 
Steve Zegel — STL Practicum Instructor 

Pro-Vote Staff 

A proposed Missouri constitutional amendment to bar state pro-
grams that give preference based on race or gender has drawn a 
second lawsuit-this one from affirmative action supporters.  
Steve Israelite, former executive director of the Jewish Heritage Foundation of 
Kansas City, and Greg Shufeldt, political director for the St. Louis-based 
Missouri Progressive Vote Coalition, are plaintiffs in the lawsuit.  
 

            Kansas City Star, September 12, 2007 
 
The Missouri Progressive Vote Coalition (Pro-Vote) and several St. Charles 
residents affected by Medicaid cuts, protested last week on the day Gov. Matt 
Blunt’s new Missouri HealthNet program went into effect-a move that perma-
nently cut about 100,000 Missourian’s from Medicaid. 
 

            St Louis Labor Tribune, September 6, 2007 
 
More than 100 people, many of whom who were holding signs that read, 
“Support The Troops.  End The War,” attended the meeting, sponsored by Pro-
Vote, at the Boone County Government Center.  Pro-Vote is a national organi-
zation that works to elect progressive politicians through grass-roots action. 
 

            Columbia Missourian, August 30, 2007 
 
“First and foremost, they need to restore coverage from the initial cutbacks and 
try to have a plan in which all Missourians are going to have some form of 
health care coverage,” said Dr. John Mihalevich, a family practice physician 
with Cox Hospital and a member [sic] of Missouri Progressive Vote Coali-
tion-Pro Vote.  The coalition has been speaking out about the need for ex-
panded health care coverage. 
 

            Springfield News-Leader, August 29, 2007 
 
Now that 10-year old program-known as SCHIP- is itself seriously ill.  Unless 
Washington intervenes, it will die in two months, leaving many of those chil-
dren without coverage…“We should expand this program,” said John Hickey 
of Missouri Progressive Vote, a liberal lobby group on health-care issues.  
“The total amount of money we’re talking about is peanuts compared to what 
we’re spending on the war.” 
 

            Kansas City Star, July 23, 2007  

Leave a Legacy 
Each of us have supported progressive causes 
throughout our lives, but know the struggle 
will not be over in our lifetime. By creating a 
legacy through a bequest in your will to the 
charity of your choice, you can ensure others 
will be able to continue the fight. 
 
Contact Pro-Vote at 314-531-2288 for infor-
mation to simplify creating your legacy. 
Please consult your financial advisor and at-
torney before finalizing any arrangement. 



5585 Pershing, Suite 150 
St. Louis, MO  63112 
www.MissouriProVote.org 
 
Address Service Requested 
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On August 29th, Pro-Vote brought Missourians to tell their Representatives 
that it is time to end the war in Iraq.  
 
In Columbia, more than 150 people attended a town hall meeting to hear from 
Rep. Kenny Hulshof, who has consistently voted for President Bush’s endless 
war.  Hulshof refused to attend the event with his constituents.  The speakers 
included military family members, faith and labor leaders.  The event received 
coverage on radio, television and in two local newspapers. 
 
In Cape Girardeau, more than 30 people gathered to discuss how to organize 
and take the next steps to bring our troops home.  Rep. Jo Ann Emerson was 
one of only four Republicans nationally to break with the President and sup-
port a timeline for 

withdrawal.  Speakers included Mark Baker of the 
Cape Girardeau Labor Council, Ben Dwyer with 
Claire McCaskill’s office, and Greg Shufeldt, Pro-
Vote’s Political Director.  This great group of activists 
and local leaders are energized and ready to take ac-
tion to build progressive power in Southeast Missouri. 
 
These meetings were part of a national campaign by 
Americans Against Escalation in Iraq to force mem-
bers of Congress to “Take a Stand.” To get more in-
volved in Pro-Vote’s anti-war efforts, please visit our 
website at www.missouriprovote.org/AAEI.asp  

Organizing to Stop the War 

Over 150 activists wanted to speak to Rep Hulshof about deescalating the war in Iraq. 
Rep Hulshof never showed up; the event received extensive media coverage. 

Ending the war in Iraq is a family value! 

Pro-Vote rally Sept 17 demanding Senator 
Bond expand children’s healthcare. 


